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South Gippsland client profile  
Roman & Margrit Bischof 
Location/ Farm size: Yanakie, 187 Ha (grazing area) 80ha Lease.  
Herd Size:   350, Holsteins.  
Farming history (# of years farming) :  Weôve been farming for 4 İ years  
in Australia and before that for 21 years in Switzerland. 
Why did you go into farming?   Because weôve always been interested in farming and I liked cows! 
What would you be doing if you werenôt farming?  Margrit: Product manager, Roman: Carpenter 
Favourite time of year on farm?   Margrit: Spring because of all the different colours and flowers around and more sun-
shine. Roman: Calving, most rewarding due to new life and could potentially save an animals life. 
External interests:   Discovering new places, there is not much better than farming!  
Pets:   A few cats, 2 dogs 
Do you have any Children:   Yes, 3 daughters who all still live in Switzerland. 

Clean and Screened Grain 
Good quality clean grain plays an ever increasingly important role in generating increased profitability.  

The requirement by customers for increased grain quality standards has lead to a major investment in precision 

grain cleaning technology.  From November 2011, our newly installed and commissioned  industrial grain cleaning 

operation, designed for the efficient separation of large coarse material and small fine materials at a 45t/hr 

throughput capacity, will provide customers with clean and screened grain all year round.  This  presents opportu-

nities for customers to capture operational cost savings and avoid losses that might be incurred from handling non-

cleaned grain.  

Cleaning and screening not only gives a fresh and clean look to the grains by blowing away and removing most im-

purities, but will also greatly enhance efficiencies of grains processed by on farm  crushing machines before con-

sumption by the herd. Three types of material can be removed by our industrial grain cleaners:  

1. Fine particles that pass through a specified screen size. 2. Large, bulky material that will remain atop a screen 

that allows grain to pass. 3. Light, low density material that can be a combination of fines, large pieces and lighter 

kernels. Removing this sort of material from grain provide customers with a more consistent product and will help 

eliminate down time on farm from silo blockages from unavoidable ótrashô which comes from uncleaned ófarmer 

dressedô grain. Production losses from uncleaned grain can be eliminated by using a better quality and standard of 

product, a factor which Irwin Stockfeeds recognises as the future required from the industry.  

 

             All enquiries, contact our  sales & nutrition staff or our office on (03) 9328 2681.  
 

Irwin Stockfeeds is  a proud sponsor of the Pakenham and District Agricultural & Horticultural Society Hook & Hoof 
Competition 2011 . Celebrating 100 years of the Pakenham Show, this years Hoof competition will be held under lights on 
Saturday 3 December at 6:00pm at Pakenham VLE with the Hook section at Radfords Abattoirs Warragul on Tuesday 6 
December. The competition prides itself on best quality cattle entries from throughout the district. This years classes 
(liveweight) are: 

¶ 259 to 325 kg ï fats 4-8mm 

¶ 330 to 385 kg ï fats 5-9mm 

¶ 390 to 460kg ï fats 5-11mm 
Come along and have dinner at the VLE before the competition. For all entry enquiries contact 
the competition superintendent, Roger Leamon on 5629 1070. All enquiries on grain feeding your 
beef cattle, contact our sales representative, Peter Lowry on 0409 566 543. 
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The Silage Season: Quality vs Quantity 
Well it is clear, the spring has sprung!! With good soil moisture, minimal winter frosts and some early 

warm weather, the pasture has really shot out of the ground. This has seen many people fall into the situa-

tion of having a lot more pasture earlier than expected and now starting to see a big wedge of feed ahead. 

Timing of when to make silage with surplus feed is always a difficult question, from a nutritional perspec-

tive we are always telling you to ómake it when the cows would eat it, as that is when it is at its bestô. While 

your contractor may want to ómake the job worth itô, ensure you realize that there is a big compromise 

with quantity over quality.  

Silage is not really that cheap to make and serves a very valuable feed source through the autumn and win-

ter, when we want to use it to make up for a decline in pasture growth rates. This means if we are using it 

to replace pasture we want to ensure it is as close to pasture quality as possible to minimise the need for ex-

tra supplementation and make the best of high milk prices. 

Inoculants and preservatives are becoming more widely used when trying to ensure good quality, or in 

many cases, minimize the quality lost when making silage. The job of these inoculants is aid in the fermen-

tation process by utilizing bacteria to drop the pH within the bales or stacks quickly. This helps to save the 

sugars for the good bacteria (and the cow), which help to preserve the silage and minimise the spoilage.At 

the end of the day making good quality silage is like making milk, it is all about the bacteria, and ensuring 

we utilise the good and minimise the bad. 

Come of the things that farmers can control are; 

¶ Ensuring that the pasture is not too mature, as overly mature pasture does not contain as many sug-

ars for the good bacteria to feed on to preserve the silage. 

¶ Have a pasture dry matter of between 30 and 50% to offer adequate moisture for fermentation as 

well as enabling good compaction in a stack or in a bale. 

¶ Minimize oxygen exposure within the silage, as the bad bacteria need the oxygen to survive. This is 

also where good compaction and sealing of the stack or bale quickly is important, and not forgetting 

to patch up any holes. 

¶ Picking paddocks that donôt contain a lot of trash or loose dirt. These paddocks are not only hard on 

machinery, but allow more bad bacteria from within the dirt to get into the bales and will spoil it. 

The cost of making good silage and bad silage is about the same. So ensure you are getting value for money 

STAFF PROFILE  Jake Frecklington speaks with Paul Claffey  
 

How long have you been with Irwin Stockfeeds: Iôve been working with Irwinôs for just on 2 months now. I moved over 

from  New Zealand last year where I worked for 7 years for Seales Stockfeed as a supervisor in their pelletising feed mill.   

Whatôs your job with Irwinôs:Production Supervisor, in the Mill in North Melbourne. On a day to day basis,  

my main job is Quality Assurance of incoming and out going feed. 

Have you any Family in Australia:Not really. I have an uncle in South Australia but Iôm a Single man (ie I am available!) 

Have you got any Pets: No, not allowed! Would like a dog. 

Who is your favourite footy Team:Union: Waikato Chiefs, NRL: Warriors, Jake: No I asked about Aussie Rules!!!  

Paul: Oh, Aussie Rules? Yeah, not sure what that game is! Can we just stick to Rugby please.  

Favourite holiday destination: Hawaii (never been, would like to go though) 

Most embarrassing moment:  If you insist.....School production, when I was 13, one of the girls 

 had to fake rip my pants off, and they actually did come off, and I was left on stage with my pants 

 down around my ankles. Yes enough said.  

Favourite TV show: UFC Contender ï itôs awesome!  

Staff Contacts                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Office & Mill:              (03) 9328 2681   irwinstockfeeds@irwinstockfeeds.com.au                                                                                                                         

Bryan Irwin:     0412 348 400     bryan@irwinstockfeeds.com.au                                                                                                                                    

Sales and Nutrition                                                                                                                                                                                                            

West Gippsland Kristy Evans   0417 500  344      kristyevans@irwinstockfeeds.com.au                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

South Gippsland Jake Frecklington  0409 566  078   jake@irwinstockfeeds.com.au                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

East Gippsland  Peter Lowry     0409 566  543    pete@irwinstockfeeds.com.au                                                                                                             
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